460     Johnsons account of his French tour.  [A.D. 1775.
Here his Journal1 ends abruptly. Whether he wrote any more after this time, I know not; but probably not much, as he arrived in England about the I2th of November. These short notes of his tour, though they may seem minute taken singly, make together a considerable mass of information, and exhibit such an ardour of enquiry and acuteness of examination, as, I believe, are found in but few travellers, especially at an advanced age. They completely refute the idle notion which has been propagated, that he could not see*; and, if he had taken the trouble to revise and digest them, he undoubtedly could have expanded them into a very entertaining narrative.
When I met him in London the following year, the account which he gave me of his French tour, was,' Sir, I have seen all the visibilities of Paris, and around it; but to have formed an acquaintance with the people there, would have required more time than I could stay. I was just beginning to creep into acquaintance3 by means of Colonel Drumgold, a very high man, Sir, head of LEcole Militaire* a most complete character, for he had first been a professor of rhetorick, and then became a soldier. And, Sir, I was very kindly
1 My worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumisden, by his accurate acquaintance with France, enabled me to make out many proper names, which Dr. Johnson had written indistinctly, and sometimes spelt erroneously. BOSWELL. Lumisden is mentioned in Bos-well's Hebrides, Sept. 13.
* Baretti, in a marginal note on PiozziLetters, i. 142, says that 'Johnson saw next to nothing of Paris.' On p. 159 he adds :—' He noticed the country so little that he scarcely spoke of it ever after.' He shews, however, his ignorance of Johnson's doings by saying that' in France he never touched a pen.'
a Hume's reception in 1763 was very different. He wrote to Adam Smith :—' I have been three days at Paris, and two at Fontainebleau, and have everywhere met with the most extraordinary honours which the most exorbitant vanity could wish or desire.' The Dauphin's three children, afterwards Lewis XVI, Lewis XVIII, and Charles X, had each to make to him a set speech of congratulation. He was the favourite of the most exclusive coteries. J. H. Burton's Hume, ii. 168, 177, 208. But at that date, sceptical philosophy was the rage.
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